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A Snapshot of Niagara’s Children (2005)

NIAGARA REGION OVERVIEW

There are about 4,000 babies born every year in 

Niagara. In 2004, we had approximately 30,000 

children who were six years of age and younger.

DID YOU KNOW?

•

Niagara Region has one of the highest levels 

of immigration of any area in Canada. For the 

past three years, 5,000 to 7,000 refugees have 

arrived annually.

•

Niagara Falls was chosen as one of 12 

communities to participate in the federal 

Understanding the Early Years (UEY) research 

projects examining community impacts on 

early 

child development.

•

Welland and Port Colborne are designated as 

Francophone communities with approximately 

12% of the population’s ‘mother tongue’ French.


[image: image7.wmf]Serving over 1,000 members, the 

ECCDC is a 

professional resource 

and referral organization

working to 

help:

•

early learning and

care providers 

achieve their goals by offering 

resources, training, and 

supports, and

•

employers and parents gain 

information about Early Learning 

and Child Care Choices in 

Niagara.

The ECCDC is committed to 

strengthening early learning 

and

care because

it contributes to 

the healthy development of 

children, the wellness of families, 

and the prosperity of Niagara.

For more information,

visit: 

www.eccdc.org


[image: image8.wmf]CHILD CARE CHOICES

A listing of home and centre based 

child care providers, family resource 

programs and special needs 

programs. 

§

Information and checklists to help 

parents choose quality child care

§

Information on types of child 

care and availability of centre 

based spaces.  

VACANCY MANAGEMENT SYSTEM PROJECT

Designed to assist families and Niagara Regional 

Subsidy Workers with locating available spaces in 

Centre Based Licensed Child Care Programs

•

Technology support is provided to Centre Based 

Licensed Child Care Programs with updating 

their vacancy data on

-

line.

•

All Centre Based Licensed Child Care Programs 

locations have been mapped and shown within 

their municipality

Community Development & Support … powered by the

YOUNG CHILDREN PRIORITY FIRST

Partnered with Niagara Kiwanis Clubs to support 

children's literacy before school

•

Kiwanis members invested over 1,000 

volunteer hours reading and interacting 

with the children

•

5,320 books provided to 133 licensed child 

care centres

•

Further assisted child care centres by 

performing minor repairs 
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Specialized training seminars 

designed to help programs and 

professionals acquire new skills, 

upgrade their qualifications and 

stay current on the issues, trends 

and advancements that are 

shaping the industry.

Facilitating peer learning 

opportunities through hosting 

multiple networking meetings in 

order to enhance the 

effectiveness of child care 

programs and providers.

[image: image10.wmf]The ECCDC hosts the annual Niagara 

Early Childhood Educators Awards of 

Excellence Gala in partnership with the 

Association of Early Childhood 

Educators of Ontario, Niagara Branch.

This event brings together over 300 

early learning and child care providers, 

volunteers and colleagues once a year 

to honour and recognize their 

outstanding contributions. 

Professional Recognition … powered by the
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A federally funded (HRSDC) 

initiative that:

•

Promotes awareness and 

understanding concerning the 

importance of the early years

•

Examines the relationship 

between community factors 

and early learning and 

development outcomes

•

Reports on local and national 

findings

•

Supports evidence

-

based 

decision making and 

program/service planning in 

the community 

(capacity 

building)

Community Knowledge … powered by the

Knowledge Gathered, Used and Shared:

•

2001 Early Development Instrument (EDI)

•

2002 National Longitudinal Study of Children 

& Youth (NLSCY)

•

2001 Census (Statistics Canada)

•

2002 EDI

•

2003 EDI 

•

2003 Community Resources Inventory

•

2005 EDI 

•

2005 NLSCY

•

2006 EDI

•

2007 Community Resources Inventory 

Survey

•

2007 Parent Interviews & Direct Assessment 

of Children Survey (PIDACS)

[image: image12.wmf]THE EDI IS …

•

a survey 

•

a mobilisation 

tool

•

a monitoring 

tool

THE EDI IS NOT …

•

an individual 

assessment

•

a prescription for 

action

•

perfect

The EDI is a population and not a diagnostic measure, and the re

sults are 

one source of data only. For the purposes of planning and decisi

on

-

making, 

in Niagara we also use other reliable and relevant information. 

We are very 

fortunate to have EDI data collection being undertaken with both

provincial 

and federal funding (i.e. in different years).
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The Early Years/Best Start ‘Neighbourhood Creation Project’, und

ertaken by the 

Ontario Early Years Data Analysis Coordinator for the Niagara Re

gion in 2006, 

allowed the community to define its own neighbourhoods and assis

ted ongoing 

data collection efforts by identifying areas for study and repor

ting.

[image: image14.wmf]Found in southern Ontario between two of North America’s Great L

akes (Ontario and Erie) the 

Niagara region covers 1896 sq. km (715 sq. miles) and is made up

of 12 unique and distinct 

local municipalities; varying from the larger populated cities o

f St. Catharines and Niagara Falls 

with their urban intensive features, to Wainfleet and West Linco

ln with a more rural or natural 

area setting (

www.regional.niagara.on.ca/living/region/default.aspx

).

[image: image15.wmf]A framework for 

ensuring the well 

being and healthy

development of all 

children. Endorsed 

by:

•

local school 

boards, 

•

all twelve 

municipalities of 

Niagara, and 

•

various 

community 

agencies.

The first of its kind 

in Canada to use the 

language and voice 

of youth in the 

document!
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Niagara 

-

a 

community that 

ensures every 

child will reach 

optimal potential 

through 

cooperative 

investment in the 

early years.
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EARLY YEARS/BEST START

—

Committed to 

universally inclusive 

approach to service 

delivery

—

Respect that 

parents are the primary decision

-

makers 

for 

their children

—

Believe that 

all families have the right to services 

that help 

their children make a successful transition to school

—

Values the 

diversity

of our community

(Niagara’s Best Start Community Integrated Plan, January 2006)
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EARLY YEARS/BEST START

Services must be:

•

Evidence

-

based

•

High quality

•

Readily accessible

•

Complementary to one another

•

Coordinated with the utmost integrity

(Niagara’s Best Start Community Integrated Plan, January 2006)

[image: image19.wmf]Niagara: “A 

Community of 

Communities”

•

Multi

-

layered

•

Diverse

•

High quality services

•

Strong connections 

(i.e. Aboriginal & 

Francophone 

communities; Boards 

of Education; Brock 

University; Niagara 

College)

•

Current local data

•

Demonstrated public 

& private sector 

support

•

Exemplary leadership
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[image: image21.wmf]Examples of services include:

REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF NIAGARA’S

PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT

[image: image22.wmf]“

Staff was always very informed, helpful and friendly. I have als

o enjoyed the 

interaction with other parents.  I was exposed to community even

ts and referral 

services that I may otherwise never have known existed. My son b

enefited from 

playing with other children. His reading skills have been enhanc

ed…He enjoyed 

your picnics and field trips, particularly the fire station tour

s and lighting up the 

falls. Early Years provided free opportunities to learn to swim 

and skate without 

the intimidation of crowds.”  ~ Susan 

Tanos

[image: image23.wmf]"My daughter and myself 

really enjoy socializing 

with other children and 

adults. I have learned 

new problem solving 

techniques from the 

workshops I have 

attended and from other 

parents. When my 

daughter first came to 

the Centre she was very 

shy. Since coming to the 

centre I have noticed she 

has become more open 

and able to interact with 

other children and adults 

easily. It will make the 

transition to kindergarten 

easier.”

~ Mom Lisa


[image: image24.wmf]REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF NIAGARA’S

COMMUNITY SERVICES

Examples of services for Children and Youth include:

•

Licensed Child Care Programs in Niagara

A detailed listing of all licensed child care programs across

Niagara, with information on choosing quality child care.

•

Niagara Nurtures… A Snapshot of Niagara’s Children

The snapshot highlights the state of young children, birth to  

six years of age, in Niagara. 

•

Kids Corner and Children & Youth Links

Play these interactive games and you and your child will learn h

ow to be safe. Have 

fun! (en 

Francais

aussi

). Also links to partners serving children and youth in Niagara.

•

Child Care Services and Supports

Children's Services is responsible to plan for and manage Niagar

a's Child Care System 

for children from birth to twelve years of age. Planning and coo

rdination is important to 

ensure a range of high

-

quality options is available across Niagara’s twelve 

municipalities.

http://

www.regional.niagara.on.ca/living/children/default.aspx

[image: image25.wmf]2006 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

•

123 Centres Participated (of 151 licensed centres)

•

627 Staff Trained

•

272 Environmental Rating Scales Completed

•

1,994 Children Screened (DISC Preschool)

•

119 Children Screened (Full DISC)

•

202 Referrals Made


[image: image26.wmf]A community 

coalition of 24 

partners 

collaborating across 

education, health, 

child care, and 

business sectors to: 

1.

Advocate for 

investment in 

the early 

years 

2.

Develop and 

sustain a 

shared 

community 

vision for the 

optimal 

development 

of all children.

A unique central point for early years in Niagara  that bridges 

connections 

to community agencies, businesses, and educational institutions.

[image: image27.wmf]•

Formed in response to a lower tier 

government commitment to promote 

children from 0

-

6 years

•

Infrastructure shifted over next several years 

from government to community agency > 

Business Education Council of Niagara (BEC)

•

Provincial initiatives and shifts (i.e. Challenge 

Fund, Ontario Early Years 

Centres

, Best 

Start) > evolution of EYN to Niagara Best 

Start Network and Early Years Niagara 

Planning Council (EYNPC)

PROJECTS & INITIATIVES

Early Years Niagara Research 

Advisory Group

Guides and makes recommendations 

for early years research in Niagara 

including the federally funded 

Understanding the Early Years 

project.

Transition to School Workgroup

Coordinates and disseminates 

information on school

-

readiness

to all parents with preschool

-

aged 

children across Niagara.

Children’s Rights Interest Group 

of Niagara

Advocates for and monitors children’s 

rights in the Niagara Region in order 

to build government and citizen 

commitment to the UN Convention on 

the Rights of the Child and the 

Niagara Children’s Charter of Rights.


[image: image28.wmf]THE ANNUAL

TOUCH A TRUCK

event 

is an example of a 

community driven project 

supported by business.

The event helps to raise 

money for children's 

literacy in Niagara while 

providing an opportunity 

for families to 

spend

the

day together 

for a worthy cause.

Over the last

two years,

$24,000

has been

raised!


[image: image29.wmf]Debbie Zimmerman 

Early Years Niagara Literary Award

A review of existing awards for 

excellence in children's literature 

showed that none existed in Canada 

for infants to age six. This award 

aims to draw attention not only to 

the value of reading with children in 

their early years when their brains 

are at peak development, but also 

to the need for quality books for this 

age group.

Over the last two years, 

approximately 1,300 books have 

been distributed to the community.

[image: image30.wmf]A variety of 

community 

partners 

contribute to 

the Off To 

School 

Calendar which 

is distributed, 

in English and 

French, to over 

7,000 parents 

in Niagara 

each year. 


[image: image31.wmf]WHERE ARE OUR CHILDREN LIVING?

Mapping where children 0

-

5 years live allows us to make evidence

-

based 

service delivery plans for early learning and care (UEY Niagara 

Region, 

2007). This map shows the numbers of children, in ranges of scor

es, 

from 2001 Census (Statistics Canada).


[image: image32.wmf]WHERE ARE SERVICES FOR PARENTS OF CHILDREN 0

-

6 AND THEIR 

CHILDREN LOCATED?

Over the last several 

years, Niagara has 

mapped community 

resources for families/ 

caregivers of children 0

-

6 

years of age across the 

following categories: 

Education, Multicultural, 

Health & Wellness, Sports & 

Recreation, Special Interest, 

and Arts, Culture & 

Entertainment. 

Knowledge 

of where our resources 

are, or are not, located 

helps ensure that 

programs and services are 

well placed in our 

community.


[image: image33.wmf]% of Children On Track and Not On Track for 

School

23%

77%

On Track

Not On Track

ARE OUR CHILDREN READY TO LEARN IN SCHOOL?

This pie chart shows that, 

in Niagara, slightly more 

than 3 out of 4 senior 

kindergarten children were 

on track for learning in 

school in 2006! (UEY 

Niagara Region).

This is higher than the 

national average of 74.1%.

In order to broaden our 

understanding and get 

information we can use for 

decision making, we have 

to dig deeper into our local 

knowledge and results.
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ARE OUR CHILDREN ‘MORE READY’ IN SOME AREAS THAN IN OTHERS?

Comparing scores on 

the five domains of 

the Early 

Development 

Instrument, provides 

information about 

areas where our 

children may be at 

risk for successful 

learning in school 

and helps guide 

planning and decision 

making (UEY Niagara 

Region, 2006).

[image: image35.wmf]Multi-Year Comparison of EDI Mean Scores, 

Niagara Region, 2002-2006
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HOW ARE WE DOING OVER TIME?

Comparing 

scores on the 

domains of the 

Early 

Development 

Instrument 

over time, 

gives us 

information 

about trends 

in early 

development 

and readiness 

to learn in 

school in our 

community 

(OEYNR, 

UEY).

[image: image36.wmf]HOW IS READINESS TO LEARN ACROSS NIAGARA?

Yellow and pink/red 

areas have EDI 

vulnerability rates 

above the national 

average and this is a 

predictor of future 

success in 

education, 

employment and 

general well

-

being

(Janus & 

Duku

, 

2007).

This type of mapped 

data is important for 

regional, municipal 

and neighbourhood 

level planning.


[image: image37.wmf]DOES INCOME AFFECT READINESS TO LEARN?

Children in low income 

families are 

2.02 times 

more likely to score in the 

vulnerable range on the 

EDI which is a strong 

predictor of future success 

in education, employment 

and general well

-

bring 

(Janus & 

Duku

, 2007)

.

This type of map allows us 

to see where income may 

be impacting results. If 

results are good, despite 

low income levels, this 

helps to guide further 

investigation!

[image: image38.wmf]IS LONE PARENTING ALSO RELATED TO RISK?

Children in lone parent 

families are 1.83 times 

more likely to score in 

vulnerable range on 

the EDI (Janus & 

Duku

, 

2007)

.

This level of 

neighbourhood 

mapping is important 

for making decisions 

about types of service 

as well as ensuring 

access to services 

(UEY, 2007).





The Understanding the Early Years initiative is funded by Human Resources and Social Development Canada. For further information, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.hrsdc.gc.ca" ��www.hrsdc.gc.ca�






































