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14 per cent
.of Niagara
residents

considered

to be poor

BY GRANT LaFLECHE
: Osprey News Network
ST. CATHARINES

‘ phone has been rlngjng alot
more often of late and that isa:.

good thing for Betty-Lou
Souter.

The Christmas season is about as
stressful a time as 1t gets for Commu-
nlty Care of St. Catharines and .-
Thorold, which Souter operates as
CEO. Each season is a struggle to
gather enough donatlons of food,
toys and money for the nearly 3,000

‘ familles that come to the agency for

help.

} Sashemn'tmphinwhmme'
{ recelves an increase in calls from
E;}aplcmnuuglolmnwhowm

t now, there Is more interest
in the community,” she said. “They
want to know what they can do to
organize their workplace to help us
and that sort of thing. 1t hasn't
translated Into donaﬂons yet but I
am hopeful it wil

Souter said med.ia coverage on the
state of poverty in Niagara and
Toronto has ralsed awareness of the
scope of the problem, leading more

. people to want to help.

But the trick now is to keep that

Interest going beyond the holiday
“season, Souter said.

“It's the start, I hope,-of a dialogue
about this issue with the commu-
nity,” she said, "We'll never get any-
where uuul]:eop!e are aware of what
is going'on.

According to a recent regional
report, 14 per cent of Niagara zesi-
dents live in poverty. The region’s

median income level {5 $23,400;the
“the grim statistics in the report that

second towest in all of Ontario.

‘said that if poverty In-the

Marjorie Edingtéﬁ, a Katimavik volunteer from Williams Lake, BC, stocks shelves at Community Cares in St. Catharines.

About 15.5 per cent of St.
Catharines residents live'In poverty,
higher than any qthet city In Nia-
gara,

Last week, Dr. Rabin Williams,
Niagar's medical officer of health,
orl

<continues to rise, Nisgara

- become fa Dickensian ociety v.lme 2
.the urban core 1s:poor. Thewe will be
crime, the'crumbling of society,

“urban decline.”

On Wednesday morning at-a spe-
cial meeting at the region’s council
chambers in -Thorold, the report: was

representatives of the agencies say
just confirm what they have been
seeing in the community for years.

After Hutchings’ presentation,
several of those in attendance spoke
about how the numbers in the
report translate into real-world prob-
lems.

Ben Lockyer of the Southridge

: éﬂmmuntty Church shelter on Glen-

ridyéAvenue sald demand is so high,

theystiatlto use a church gym for
over

ThIsAs dcﬂmtely thit busiest Octo-

~ber/November we've ever yeen,” he

presented to many.of Niagara's front.. - said. e have around 35 beds. So,

line soclal agencles that work: wlth
the poor.

Niagara social services commis-
sioner Brian Hutchings ran through

each night we have about 45 people
here.”

He said the increase can be attrib-
uted in part to people switching to
the Southridge shelter from the Qut

;said. “They have to deal w

of the Cold program run by other
local churches.

If there was one issue every agency
complained about, from the Housing
Help Centre to the Salvation Army, it
‘was the lack of mental-health'serv-
ices in the region.

“That is a massive problem,” sald
Souter, who chaired the meeting at
the region.

Agenctes such as Southridge, Out
of the Cold and the Salvation Army
are not set up.to help people who
need mental-health services. And
with the exception of serious cases,
they cannot send them to St.

Catharines General Hospital, Souter -

said.

* “That's not the hospital’s Job,” she
acute

cases.”

" Julie Jocsak, Osprey News Netwark |

As a result, peaple with mental-
health needs often have nowhere to
go: During the meeting, an emphasis
was placed on networking to try to
help those in need.

So far, media coverage ofthe.
regional report and a United Way
study showing onein four Toronto
families lives in poverty-has people

thinking shour helping the poor this 1

holiday season, Soulersaid.
"(Christmas prograims) aré impor-
tant, but fust a Band-Atd, They do,u)l

" solveithe uriderviog 'Pmb?l&m. sln:

sl ~The problemiss

But at least people are trunkmg
about the poor; Souter said and lhat S
a start.

' The region's poverty report <an be
downloaded at www.regional.nlag-
ara.on.ca.

Preschoolers beat
national average, but

still room to improve

BY SAMANTHA CRAGGS
Osprey News Network
ST. & THARINES' *

] mschoole:rs are above the
naticmal average when it
“comes to belng ready for

school, but Niagarans could always

do better, early ch.lldhood ofﬁc1als

W’hﬂe kids up to age five are .
| “doing well compared with the rest
of Canada, a closer look revedls
pockets.of poverty and other fac-
tors that put kids at risk of falling
behind in school. That means we

" should not rest on our laurels, sald

Glory Ressler, co-ordinator of Nia-. .
| gara’s Understanding the Early .
: Years program, in a session with
mayors and decision-makers
- Wednesday.

“Even If we're doing great, one in
~ four kids (is) not prepared for

- 'school,” Resslersaid.

"The forum examined regionwide

““results for the Early:Development
i Instrument, which assesses how
3 ready junior:and senior kinder-

arten children are for Grade 1,
A closer Iook at last year’s ljesults
shows anomalies in the results,
Ressler said. Niagara-on-the-Lake, -
for example, has 2 higher average
income than other areas, yet a
< higher percentage of preschoolers
; lacked the social ability todo well
'in school. Areas of urban St.
| Catharines, which have a higher
percentage of families with low
incomes and a first language other
than English, are also red flagged as
needing more attention.
Local politicians should consider
the results when making decisions,

* said Dr. Robin Williams, Niagara’s
+~medical officer of health, who

moderated the session.

“Overall, the Niagara story is a
good news story,” she said. “But
one in four kids are not as ready as
_ they could be. There’s a lot of r0om
- to raise the bar higher.”

The tests assess children in five
categories — language and cognitive

development, communication:
skills and general knowledge, social
competence, emotional maturity
and physical health and well-beinig.
Tests include knowmg some letters,
counting to 20 and getting along -
with other children.

Every area of Niagara, - including
St. Catharines, was above the .
national average in last year’s
results. But the forum was to
encourage decision -makers to dxg
deeper, Ressler said. d

“Overall, the Niagara
story is a good news story:
But one in four kids are
not as ready as they could
be. There's a lot of room

-to raise the bar higher.”

Dr. Robin Williams

“We want to raise the under-
standing of the importance of
investment in early years," she
said.

Welland Mayor Damian’ Goul-
bourne could see where municipal
investrment corresponded with bet-
ter results. For example, the Rose
City neighbourhood with the best
-physical health results has the
biggest park. An area red flagged
hasa-park that has been neglected,
Goulbourne said.

“I'm just starding to get it,” he
said. “It wasn’t until this year that 1
actually understood the 1ole of
social services and how it ties in
with everything else.”

Ressler.could only speculate why
Niagara-on-the-Lake’s results were
not as high as expected. It may be
because of a migrant population
whose second language is not Eng-
lish or French, she said. It also has
only.one socxal service agency.

- “We don’t have the answers,”
Ressler said. “This is our invitation
to them to do further study.”



